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   In December of 1971, forty five people met and laid the ground work to form what is now the Bay 
Yacht Club. Thirty seven years later and working on our second barge, the club membership is still flourishing. 
About 4 years ago I met one of the original members who was surprised, but pleased, to learn the club was 
still in existence. I can’t remember his name but, the legacy the founding members passed on is still giving a 
social network to BYC’ers for enjoyment of water-related actives in and around Corpus Christi Bay. The partici-
pation of members in our social, dinners, racing, and cruising events is the highest I’ve experienced since 
Sharon and I joined the club. 

When the Club needs repairs there always seems to be someone with the expertise to get the job 
done and fellow club members are able and willing to help in anyway they can. I believe this willingness is the 
real strength of our organization. It’s the cement that binds the club’s membership in a way that is unique to 
the Bay Yacht Club. 

Tradition is another way our present membership can bind with older members of the club. We seem 
to be leaving some of our traditions in the past. It may be that some of our newer members do not know of the 
tradition or a change in circumstance has precipitated the dropping of a particular tradition. 

One tradition I hope we keep is toasting the New Year starting at 9:00PM and ending at 12:00PM local 
Corpus Christi time. We do this because somewhere in the world there is a cruiser who is celebrating the New 
Year because it is midnight in that part of the world. I believe the root of this tradition is the hope each Bay 
Yacht Club member has of being that cruiser someday. After the New Year Eve’s party many members spend 
what's left of the night on their boat. On New Year’s Day the past Commodores gather and cook breakfast for 
every one. Traditions are also a type of cement that binds the BYC membership together. I hope we keep 
some of the Club’s traditions around for the continued enjoyment of future members. 

 Don’t forget the Commodores Christmas Party Saturday December 13
th
 at 6:00 PM. Please 

bring a gift for the Toys for Tots Christmas drive and a gift for each person who wishes to participate in the 
Club’s gift exchange. The gift should cost about $10.00. Each person will be assigned a numbered ticket. One 
part of the ticket will be placed in a bag. Tickets will be drawn from the bag one ticket at a time. The person 
whose number is drawn will have a choice of stealing a gift from someone or taking a gift from under the tree. 
After a gift is stolen for the third time it may not be stolen again. Gifts may not be stolen from a spouse. 

 
Warm Regards and Best Wishes to all 

In Celebrating the Holidays 
With Family and Friends, 

Joe Blair 
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I am pleased to publish in the final Bowsprit of 2008, nine new members.  You may know most of them already.  
Some of them have been presented burgees and a few of them have not. I hope you get a chance to meet them 
personally and welcome them to our family of sailing enthusiasts. 
 
Rudy Mircovich , sails a Columbia 26 called Windsong. 
Ed and Susie Portis, sails an Islander 30 called Tempest. 
David Larke and Hilde Tipton, sails a Cape Dory 36 called Raven. 
Rick and Vicki Harrison, sails a Beneteau 39 called Keel-n-Time. 
Walter and Betty Skeistaitis, sails an O’Day 35 called Kokokelli. 
 
                                                                                           Larry Haas 
                                                                                           Vice Commodore 

VICE COMMODORE’S QUIPS 

BYC held an ad hoc Turkey Day Leftover race on Friday 28 November with fantastic wind and weather.   Six 
boats expressed interest and four were able to participate in the 8.6 mile course.  Thanks to the great sail trim-
ming of Hal Peterson and Johnny Huddleston Susan II won it's first race ever.  Lewis and Scottie Eisenberg 
brought Ragtime in second with Walter Crawford and family on Still Dreaming a close third.  Starfish with 
Chip Spence in charge and a very energetic crew completed the race at 3:45:45 to end the day and win a can of 
nuts.      

 

 

 

SUSAN II CREW RAGTIME CREW 

STILL DREAMIN’ CREW STARFISH CREW 



3 

BYC CRUISIN’ NEWS “ 

 

 

 

 

“My gardens are filled with papayas’ and mangos.  My life a mixture of jingles and jangles. 
Come Christmas winds, and blow all my worries away.” 
 
As we close the logbook on the 2008 BYC Cruises, it’s nice to look back and reflect on what a phenomenal year it 
has been.  With a dozen or so cruises (most all of which we had excellent weather for) with huge turn outs, we 
have made a lot of memories.  Johnny going for a swim in Spinnaker Hole to un-foul his anchor road from the 
keel, with 65 deg. water in February.  Walt getting his little toe put back into place, the hard way.  Jake & 
Jenny’s dingy becoming a hot tub while parked under the exhaust outlet of Merlin.    
 
Harry & Linda of Cabaret returned from their 16 month voyage called “The Great Circle” having put over 7,500 
miles under their keel.  Bill & Pam of Wave Dancer and Lynn & Susan of Susan II made their way back home after 
a six month cruise to the Bahamas and back. 
 
We made new friends; we welcomed new members to the club, and vessels to the fleet. 
We said goodbye to friends who relocated or passed away.  But all said and done it was definitely a year to re-
member.  But, let not your heart be troubled; for the 2009 BYC Cruises will start next month with our annual Frost 
Bite Cruise.  If the weather cooperates, perhaps we could do a cruise on New Years weekend and call it “A Voy-
age of Recovery”.  
 
I would like to thank all of you who helped and supported me this past year as your BYC Cruise Dude; and a 
“Drink up me Hearties; Yo Ho!” to all who participated in cruising this year whether by land or sea.  In a moment of 
foolishness I agreed to sign on for another year as The Cruise Dude and I’m looking forward to another great year 
of BYC Cruises. 
 
From myself and Mrs. Cruise Dude, Seasons Greetings to all of you; as well as, to all ships at sea, and all ports of 
call.  Be safe, and remember that if you are on the docks after having a Yule Tide toast “Wood good. Water bad.”    
 
“That’s why we wander and follow La Vie Dansante.” 
 
                                                                                           Ron Hebert 
                                                                                           S / V La Vie Dansante 
                                                                                           BYC Cruise Dude  

    Special thanks to the following for decorating the Clubhouse for the Holiday Season.  The Clubhouse looks 

wonderful.   

Sharon & Joe Blair, Sylvia Whitworth, Karla & Larry Frank, Chip & Brenda Spence, Stephanie, Evan, Casey, Ka-

rey, Jenny & Jake Jacobsen, Donna & Charlie Gibbs, Martha & Jim Isbell, Susan & Lynn Walton, Jo & Ron Hebert 

Judy & Walter Crawford, Shelley, Alan, Braxton, Keaton, Lexton, and Melissa Bowen. 

Remember, the Marina Lights Parade is Saturday eve, and all BYC vessels must be lighted, even if not in the pa-

rade.  We are in a challenge for the most participation, and the best lit dock.   

 

                                                                                           Happy Holidays, and Merry Christmas! 

                                                                                           Walt 

                                                                                           BYC Rear Commodore 
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Turkey Day Regatta 
 
Friday, November 14, a cold norther blew in during the evening as predicted. Saturday, race 
day, the wind was blowing from the north at 25 with gusts above 40.  Not a good day for a sail 
on the bay. Harry Armenia, scheduled to bring CABARET from Port Aransas for committee 
boat duty, called me about 9:00 a.m. to advise he had a rule against leaving the dock with 
white caps inside the marina.  Not a good day at all. Nevertheless, crew from ten boats 
showed up at the BYC clubhouse Saturday morning to check in for the skippers meeting and 
register for the regatta which was postponed 24 hours. The north wind continued to shriek all 
day until it finally subsided Saturday night. Thankfully, Sunday’s weather was perfect. CABA-
RET arrived at the club in the nick of time and we were underway to set course marks.  There 
were two races for the All-Sails fleet and one race for the 150 Class fleet. Afterward, race 
crews gathered at the BYC for a chili dinner and award ceremony. 
  
TDR Results All Sails  1

st
 place “Tom Kat”, Tome Kane, CCYC 

  2
nd

 place “Happy Dance”, Cory Harding, CCYC 
  3

rd
 place “Passion”, Bill Lites, CCYC 

 150 Class 1
st
 place “Ragtime”, Lewis Eisenberg, BYC 

  2
nd

 place “Warrior”, Hal Peterson, BYC 
  3

rd
 Place “Windswept”, Larry Frank, BYC 

 
Special thanks for making the TDR an unqualified success are owed to: Jo Ann Robertson, 
Kathy Colley, Martha Respondek and Larry Haas for preparing the after race meal and setting 
up for the hungry mob that descended on the club Sunday evening. Harry Armenia and Linda 
Guiffre for volunteering CABARET as committee boat. Without their help this regatta would 
have been just one more race with a start and finish inside the breakwater. A real committee 
boat with a proper start line is ever so much better. Mary Herrington and Carla Frank for race 
committee duty during registration and on the committee boat, recording times of finishers, 
setting and picking up race marks and correcting my arithmetic for the handicap finish scores. 
Jenny Jackson, Johnny and Cynthia Huddleston and Mary Herrington for throwing together a 
last minute club meal Saturday when the TDR meal was moved to Sunday as a consequence 
of the race delay. Johnny’s barbeque pork ribs were to die for. Chris Colley for encouraging 
West Marine to donate four inflatable race marks to the club. Jerry Vaughn for donating two 
buoy anchors and anyone else I’m not aware of who pitched in and helped out. The BYC is a 
TEAMWORK, CAN-DO organization.    
 
It has been my sincere pleasure to serve as the club’s race chair this year.  Jo Ann and I ex-
tend to each of our BYC shipmates sincere wishes for a merry Christmas and God’s blessing 
on your endeavors in 2009.         
 
Jim Robertson 
BYC Race Committee                                                          
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December 2008 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 Marina 

Advisory 

Meeting 

5:30 

2 3 4 5 6 

BYC Board 

Meeting 

Harbor 

7 8 9 10 11 

Ship One 

Meeting 

12 13 

BYC  

Christmas 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 

Christmas 
 

26 27 

28 29 30 31 

Commo-

dore’s 

New Years 
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